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to see them in their cabins; they did not return in a
body, as they did last year, but the canoes came
down one after the other, all in confusion. One of
them came ahead of the others to announce the dis-
aster, who cried out in a mournful voice, very much
like those who commend the departed in France,
mentioning by name all those who were dead, or
captured by the enemy. They had killed some ani-
mals on the way, and their canoes were filled with
meat; but they were so dejected that this food
remained there without being removed by any one.
Having entered their cabins, they remained for some
time in a mournful silence; then one of them, begin-
ning to speak, described the whole Catastrophe.
They said that the Hiroquois were only four days’
journey from the three Rivers, and that a troop of
one hundred and fifty of them had come this Winter
to within about two days’ journey of the French set-
tlement; they had learned this from the little sticks
which they fasten to a tree to make known to those
who shall pass that way how many of them there were.

On the 27th, a Captain of the Montagnez [263 i.e.,
259 came with Makeabicktichion to see me, request-
ing that I go with them to see Monsieur the Govern-
or, to speak with him about their affairs; I accom-
panied them. The latter opened the conversation,
saying that they had learned from their dead Captain
that, in an assembly which had been held by their
nation with the French some years before, Monsieur
de Champlain had promised to help them enclose a
village at the three Rivers, to clear the land, and to
build some houses; that they had often thought about
it, and that they had resolved, at least a part of
them, to locate there, and to live in peace with the



